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STILL JAILED: Accused leader,
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Frae Prass Staff Writers

Wien the FBI prepared to ar-
rest nine Hutaree militia mem-
bers {wo years ago in a home-
grown tevrorism case, the lead
agent maide cne poitit clear.

“We haven't worked a year
and a half on this investigation
and risked (an undercover
agent's) life to walk away from

this with 3 arrests,” the agent
wrete in an e-mail that surfaced
during triai,

In the end, that's exactly
what the FEI got.

In & sharp rebuke, a federal
Judge on Tuesday acqultted the
remaining Hutaree members of
plotting a viclent revolt against
the U.5. government with weap-
ons of mass destruction —
crimes that could have landed
them in prisen for life, Just two

THE RULING: U.S. failed to prove group planned violence
his son facing gun charges

are left standing in the case on a
handful of weapons violations.
Cne previously pleaded guilty,
and one was found incompetent
to stand trisl, 1.8 District
Judge Victoria Roberts con-
cluded that federal prosecutors,
whe rested their case last week,
failed in five weels of trial fo
prove the Hutaree had a specif-
i plan tokill a police of ficer and
attack law enforcement person-
nel,

“The government’s case is
built largely of circumstantial
evidence, While this evidence
could certainly lead & rational
fact finder to conclude that
‘something fishy' was soing on,
it does not prove bevond a rea-
sonable doubt that defendants
reached a concrete agreement
to forcibly oppose the U S, gov-
ernment,” Roberts wrote in her
28-page ruling.

See JUDGE, PAGE 9A
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MHchael Meeks, 42, of Manchester spaaks to the news media with h
lawyer sfter being acquitted of all Hutaree conspiracy charges.
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The ruling was hailed by defense
awyers as a major vietory for free
peech. They had long argued the de-
endants never had any real plans to
arm anyone and were merely en-
aged in tough talk, a protected First
umendraent right.

“Judge Roberts understood that
‘ot just dow’t charge individuals with
|mng certain things, then lump alotof
e, scary evidence against them and
xpecta jury toconvict,” said defenss
iitorney Mark Satawa, whose client
dichuel Meeks was jailed for two
sears untd Teesday. "Her opinion
hows exactly what we as lawyers
wve been saying all aleng: They did
wthing wrong.”

The ¥BI arrested nine Hutarze
nembers after 2 paid confidentiat in-
‘grmant and undercover agent infil-
rated the group for months and se-
srotly recorded conversations and
sideolaped various trainings,

Salawa alse lambasted the govern-
nent for charging the defendants in
‘he flrst place and jailing his client,

“My client got locked up for two
yuars but never gets that time back ...
The 11.8. Attorney’s Office, the FBI
and the TL8. government should be
sshamed of themselves,” Satawa said.

The U.§. Attorney's Office de-
clined comment, pending the cutcome
nf the tria} against the remaining two
defendants.

In court documents filed last wesk,
prosecutors delsnded the chavges
and said they had proof a violent plan
was in the works, and the government
stopped it before it took effect,

Assistant 1.5, Altorneys Sheldor
Light and Christopher Graveline
wrote: “The evidence supports the
conelusion that there was a plan, an
agreement, among these detendants
4nd others ko join in opposing by foree
the government of the United States
when the time came.”

‘Watch what you say’

Meseks left the courthouse a free
man Tuesday, along with his codefen-
dant Themas Piatek.

“T'm happy not to be in jail for the
rast of my life,” said Meeks, adding
that he is fooking forward to two
things: “I want to get something de-
cent to eat and meet my nephew.”

Meels, aMarine, also defended the
Hutaree, saying the milida group
wasn’t anti-government, but dis-
sgroed with seme of the things that
the government did. Meeks said he be-
lioves his ordeal should serve as a
warning to the public,

“Watch what you say. Even the
most innocent of statements can be
used agalnst you," Meeks said.

Attorney William Swar, whois rep-
resenting accused ringleader David
Stone Sr., applauded Raberts for con-
cluding there was no crime.

"The fact is, you pull back the cur-
tain, and there's nothing there,” Swor
said. "She paid attention to the evi-
dence. She wasn’t swayed by emo-
tion ... And she said that even taking
the evidence in a light most fayorable
to the government, there was ne evi-
dence of a crime.”

Swar, who visited Stone Sr. at the
Wayne County Jail on Tuesday, said
his client was grateful the most seri-
ous charges against him  were
dropped.

“He was quiet, He thanked God.
He thanked the defense attorneys.
And he shed a tear,” Swor said.

Stone St., 47, and his son Joshua
Stoue, 24, both of Clayton, remain
jailed on charges of possession of a
machine gun and unregistered fire-
arm. They face up te 10 years in prison
# convicted. The trial resumes Thurs-
day.

For weeks, Roberts has listened to
scores of recorded conversations in
which Stone Sr. talked of going to war
with the government, killing police of-
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Helen Vigil, 62, of Ann Arbor, hugs Michaet Meeks, 42, of Manchestar on Tuesday after he was released and acguitted of
all conspiracy charges connected to the Hutaraa Militia in front of the Theodore Levin U.S, courthouse in Detroit,
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Jashua Stone, Tina Stone 46, Kristopher ‘Thomas Piatek,
Cavid Stone 24, of Clayton  Jr, 22, of Adrl-  whoismarried Meeks; 42, of  Sickles, 29,0f 48, of Whiting,
sr., 47, of faces gun anwas acquit-  to Stone Sr., Manchester  Sandusky, ind., left the
Clayton re- tharges. The ted of conspir-  wasacquitted  was acquitted  Chio, was courthouse a
mainsjailedon  triai resumes  atyandother  ofthecharges. and freed after acquittedand  free man.
qun charges. Thursday. charges, two years, freed Tuasday.

ficers and having no qualms about
killing their wives and children. On
the recordings, he is heard calling one
of his guns a *cop killer” and talking
about how explosives could take out a
CORYOY.

“While vile, all of this speech is
protected by the First Amendment,”
Roberts wrate,

The decision leayes federal prose-
cutors with what legal experts de-
serfbe as a run-of-the-mill Mlegal fire-
arms case.

Roberts’ decision resulted in total
acquittals for five other defendants:
Tina Stone, 46, the wife of Stone Sr,;
Travid Stone Jr., 22, of Adrian; Meeks,
42, of Manchester; Piatek, 48, of Whit-
ing, and Kristopher Sickdes, 24, of San-
dusky, Ohio, Roberts threw out charg-
as of seditious conspiracy and con-
spiring to use weapons of mass de-
struction, which carries a mazimum
penalty of life in prison.

Like a jury acquittal
Lepal experts said prosecufors

OTHER TERRORISM
CASES IN DETROIT

June 2003: Two north African
immigrants were convicted by a
federal jury in Detroit of conspiring
to provide material resources to
terrorism, But a judge later threw
aut the convictions at the request
of the U5, Attorney's Office, which
said prosecutors withheld evidence
from the defandants,

October 2019 Umar Farcuk Abd-
ulmutailab, a 25-year-old Nigerian
student turned al-Qaida operative,
pleaded quilty to trying to blow up
a Detroit-bound jetiiner with a
bomb hidden in his underwear on
Dec. 25, 2009, He was sentenced In
February to consecutive life sen-
tences in prison,

can't appeal Roberts’ deciston, which
is the sante as a jury scquittal.

“She stepped in and took thexole of
& jury,” said Wayne State University
law professor Peter Henning, a for-
mer [ederal prosecytor. “Ti’s as if the
jury acquitted them, and there can be
ne appeal of & jury acquittal,”

Henning sald prosecutors could
have appealed if Roberts acquitted
them before or after rial

$iill, Henning gaid, “The move to
break up this proup was not improp-
er

Henning said the Michigan Attor-
ney Generazl's Office could still
charge Stone 8r. and Joshua Stone
with conspiring to kiil a police officer.
The Attorney General's Office de-
clined tc comment.

N.C. Deday LaRense — a prominent

Deiroit criminal defense attorney
who won the acquittal of the late
Michigan Kuux Klan leader Robert
Miles in 4 federal seditious conspira-
cy case in Arkansas in 1988 — said he
wasn't surprised by Roberts’ deci-
sion.
“I’s a good thing,” he said, “It's
supposed to be hard for prosecutors to
prove seditious conspiracy. They're
trylng to purish free speech, so it's
necessary toimpose a significant Him-
jtaticn on the government's ability o
do that.”

Tina Stone’s defense attorney Mi-
chael] Rataj said he is “just grateful to
Judge Roberts for having the courage
to do the right thing."”

Attorney Art Weiss, who repre-
sented Piatek, said he was ecstatic
about the acquittals.

“It's ironic that today marks exact-
ly two years that Mr. Piatek has been
incarcerated,” said Weiss, who long
argued his clieni was wrongfully
locked up pending trial. “1 don't kuow
if he will ever get back the two years
that were taken from him ™

Veiss also called Roberts’ ruling a
major victory for free speech rights,

“Some of the defendants did say
things that perhaps they sheuldn’t
havesaid ... but they had aright to say
it,” Weiss said.

Initially, nine defendants were ar-
rested m separate raids in March
2010, One of the defendants, Joshua
Clough, pleaded guilty to a weapons
charge and faces up to five years in
prison wher he’s sentencad In April
His lawyer declined to comment.

The other, Jacob Ward, was de-
clared incompetent to stand frial.

String of losses

Tuesday’s decision was the latest
in a string of high-profile losses for
the U.8. Attorney’s Office in Detyoit.
AIn 2003, a federal judge threw out
terrorism convictions against two
north African immigrants at the re-
gnest of the 1.8, Attorney’s Office,
which said prosecutors had withheld
key evidence from the defendants.
B Tn 2006, a jury acquitted former Ma-
comb County Prosecutor Car] Mariin-
ga of swapping prosecutorial favors
in rape cases for contributions to his
failed 2003 congressional carnpatgn.
8 Tn 2008, a federal jury in Detroit ac-
quitted attorney Geoffrey Fieger and
his then-partner, Vernon (Ven) John-
sen, of violating campaign-finance
laws in raising money for Demnocrat
John Edwards' 2004 presidential cam-

paign.

But the office has hadits victories.

BIn 2006, it persuaded a jury to con-
vict former Detroit City Councilman
Alonzo Bates of putting the mother 6f
his son, an ex-girlfriend's daughter,
his brother-in-law and his yardman on
the city payroll without requiring
them to work.
4 And last year, it got a guilty plea and
consecufive Yife prison sentences for
Umar Farouk Abdulmutatiab, 25, alNi-
perian student turned al-Qaida opera-
tive, for trying to detopate a bomb in
his underwear on a Detreit-bound jet-
liner on Dec. 25, 2009,
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Victoria Roberis’
decision in the case

About the strength of the
government’s case:

“The governmant’s case is built largety ol
clreumstantial avidence. While this evidence
couid cartainly lead a rational fact finder to
conclude that something fishy' was going
on, it daes not prove beyond a reasonable
dotibt that defendants reached a concrete
agreament to forcibly oppose the U.S. gov-
erpment, ...

“It is telling that in an investigation that
spatined hearly twa yaars, there were onfy
two brief instances in which the alleged plar
1o kill 2 member of local faw enforcemen-
and attack the ensuing funeral processiar
was mentioned. Furthermore, the evidence
of the necessary next step— a retreat torally
puints from where the fargar uprising woulc
oceur — is wholly lacking, The governmen
did produce some evidenca of so-called ralh
points, but failed ta praduce evidence of th
uprising that would follow.”

About David Stone Sr.,
accused ringleader of the
Hutaree, and his alleged plan:

"Stone's statemenis and {training) exer
cises do not evince a concrete agreement o
forcibly resist the authority of the Unltes
States government. His diatribes evinc
nothing more than his cwn hatred for —
perhaps even desire toTight or kill— law er
forcement; this is net the same a5 seditiou
conspiracy,”

“This *plan’ is utterly short on specific
Further, 1t is 2 stretch to infer that othe
metnbers of the Hutaree knew of this plar
and agreed to further it.”

About Hutaree members”
brash tatk:

“The back-and-forth banter, like the ot}
er anti-government speech and statemen
evincing a desire - even a goal —to kill pc
lice, is simply insufficient to sustain the sed
tious conspiracy charge; it requires an agrei
mant and a plan of action, net mere advec:
cy of hateful speech.”

About David Stone Sr.'s son,
Joshua Stone:

“The government calls Joshua Stone
central figure Inthe sedttious conspiracy. Eu
dence of this iswoefully lacking, Much of t
avidence against Josh Stone, fike many of tt
defendants, invalves his mere presence i
the scena while Davld Stane (Sr} rants abot
gaing to war and killing pollce. His present
3t the scene and association with the Hut
reg do ot make him guilty of joining ar
conspiracy, let alone a seditious conspiracy

About David Stene 5¢.'s wife,
Tina Stone:

*The evidence against Tina Stone is mi
istule. There s no evidence that she w
aware of any plan by Stone 5r. to attack |2
enfarcement vehlcles and ta revolt again
the federal government. Further, even if tl
pian did exist, there Is no evidence that Th
stone agreed to it, knowing Hs objective.’

About Stone’s other son,
David Stone Jr.:

“The court cannet infer from Stone Jr
mere presence at training sessions that |
2greed 1o a plan to oppose by force the &
thority of the United States. ... The fact th
StoneJr. and other defendantsdid not ope
ly disagree with the hateful, aniti-gover
ment speech of Stone 5r. is not evidence th
they agreed with him, or that a plan exist
to oppose the United States government
force."

About defendant Michael
Meeks:

“Meeks' mere presence, associstion wi
the Hutares, and off-the-cuff remarksare
sufficient evidence ofhisintent tojoinacc
spiracy to oppose the United Siates
force.”

About defendant Thomas
Platelk:

*... even if same plan existed, thera ls
way to infer that Piatek was aware of it,
that he took the next step of agreeing to h
ther it... None of the quns or literature P
tek possessed is Hlegal. Mor was it illegal -
him to attend the Hutaree training sessio
There is no evidence that he was awere
any plan by Stone Sr. to fercibly oppose 1
authority of the United States.”

~— David Ashenfe'



